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Monday, January 11 , 1999 
A Newsletter for the 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
Community 
Volume 23, Number 21 
New Assistant Vice President for Academic Affairs Appointed 
Wendy J. Wenner, chair of the 
English Department, jo ined the 
Provost's Office on January 4 on a 
half-time basis as assistant vice 
president for Academic Affa irs. 
Wenner, who has been on the Grand 
Valley facu lty since 1989, will contin-
ue to serve as chair of the English 
Department during the winter 
semester. 
In he r new role, she will be 
responsible for personnel matters, 
including interviewing facu lty candi-
dates, working w ith deans in recruit-
ment and review processes, and 
provid ing leadership in the facu lty 
personnel policy revision 
process . She will also be 
involved in facu lty orientation 
and development. 
Wenner, who recently 
attended the Bryn Mawr 
Summer Institute for Women 
in Higher Education, is eager 
to take on a new challenge. 
"Having gotten a glimpse of 
the broader overview of the 
challenges Grand Valley faces 
in the next few years, I am 
looking forward to working 
on the Provost's team," she 
said. 
Former Director of Muskegon Museum of Art 
Joins GVSU Faculty 
Henry Matthews, former director of 
the Muskegon Museum of Art, has 
been named Director of Galleries and 
Collections at GVSU. On December 1 
he began a job that includes manag-
ing and expanding the university's 
existing art collection. The collection 
includes more than 400 works of 
students, facu lty members, and other 
artists who have donated or sold their 
artwork over the years . 
"My mandate is to work with the 
unive rsity community across the 
campus to create an art plan," he says, 
emphasizing that he is not appointed 
solely to the Art Department. "I need 
to weave all the different departments 
together-art, science, music, and so 
on: I want to create a strong fabric, 
mingling all the disciplines together 
inseparably. " 
As a first priority, 
Matthews is working on 
the art to be displayed 
in the Richard M. Devos Center in 
downtown Grand Rapids, set to open in 
the fall of 2000. 
Another dimension of Matthews's 
new position includes connecting the 
university to west Michigan community 
institutions. He currently chairs the 
sculpture committee at the Frederik 
Meijer Gardens in Grand Rapids and the 
Art Committee at the Muskegon County 
Airport. He is also a member of the 
Holland Area Arts Council and main-
tains close ties with other arts institu-
tions in the area as well . 
"Part of my mission is to bring these 
institutions closer together, " Matthews 
says. "I'll be looking for opportunities 
in which we can be involved with an 
educational focus. " 
With a bachelor of fine arts from 
Alma College and a master of arts in art 
history from Wayne State University, 
Matthews says he feels at home on the 
Grand Valley campus. He hopes to 
bring his own particular knowledge of 
contemporary glass art to the burgeon-
ing GVSU Art and Design Department. 
The GVSU Fonun is 
published by the Office o f 
University Communications 
every Monday when classes are 
in session and biweekly during 
the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send 
publication items to Kathleen 
Adams, edito r, c/ o the FORUM 
cc:Ma il box. From off campus, 
email forum@gvsu.edu. 
Telephone: 616-895-2221. Fax: 
616-895-2250. Visit FORUM 
ONLINE on the World Wide Web 
at: www.gvsu.edu/ 
Facu lty and staff members 
can find an online "Sketches" 
submission fo rm on the Web Site. 
Coming Events 
Wellness Challenge Promotes 
Healthier Life-style in 1999 
The Campus Wellness Center is sponsor-
ing a "Live Well, Be Well" challenge to the 
Grand Valley community. Registration for 
the Wellness Challenge, which will run from 
January 26-March 5, begins on Monday, 
January 11. 
Focusing on healthy behaviors such as 
physical activity, healthy eating and positive 
stress management, the challenge will 
encourage participants to set a personal 
wellness goal. "Those who meet their goal 
will receive a free T-shirt and are eligible 
for some great prizes," says organizer 
Brenda Reeves. "Not only is this program 
set up to challenge participants , but Campus 
Wellness encourages departments to 
challenge each other." 
A three-part lecture series to kick off the 
Wellness Challenge will begin on Monday, 
January 11, and continue on Monday, 
January 18, and Monday, January 25. The 
lectures which will be from 12 noon-I p.m. 
in the Muskegon River Room of the Kirkhof 
Center, wi ll focus on goal setting, exercise 
guidelines and healthy eating. 
Challenge participants will complete a 
health screening and mini fitness test to 
determine their current level of wellness. 
The health screenings, provided by the 
Kirkhof School of Nursing and Health 
Services, wi ll be administered in the Grand 
River Cabins in the Kirkhof Center on 
Monday, January 18, and Tuesday, January 
19. Fitness tests will be scheduled in the 
Human Performance Lab in the Fieldhouse 
during the week of January 18. Times will 
be announced on the GVSU Bulletin Board 
this week. 
The cost of this program is $20. To 
register, stop by the Campus Wellness 
Center or e-mail Reeves. 
Michigan Potters Exhibit 
At Calder Gallery 
Faculty and staff members are invited to 
an opening reception for the 19th Annual 
Juried Exhibition for Artists in Clay on 
Friday, January 15, from 5-8 p .m. , at Grand 
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Valley's Calder Gallery in the Performing 
Arts Center. Those planning to attend should 
contact Pat Waring, x3501, by January 13. 
The exhibition, which includes the work 
of 28 Michigan potte rs, will be on display 
Janua1y 11 through February 12 at the 
Calder Gallery. 
The event has typically been held in 
Detroit or Ann Arbor, but Daleene Menning, 
professor of Art and Design who specializes 
in ceramics, said this year the exhibit is 
traveling to gain more exposure on the west 
side of the state. 
"Since the Michigan Potte rs Association is 
a state-wide organization , they are moving 
to get some of the ir services out further," 
Menning said. "We were able to work with 
them to have the exhibit here for one of its 
venues." 
Calder Gallery hours for the duration of 
the exhibit are 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday, and 10 a. m. -7 p.m. on 
Thursdays. 
"Magic Shell Game, " by Kathy Dambach, a Henry 
Ford Community College faculty member, placed 
third in the Michigan Potters Association exhibit . 
The piece has been purchased by the Detroit Insti-
tu te of Art/or their permanent collection. 
Training Sessions 
For Student Employees Set 
Student employee training sessions w ill 
be held at the Eberhard Cente r on Thursday, 
January 21, from 2-3 p .m., and Wednesday, 
February 3, fro m 11 a.m. -12 noon. Students 
should check at the front desk for room 
location . 
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
Emily Jean McFadden, professor of 
Social Work, was a panelist at the 
Michigan School Social Workers annual 
conference in Port Huron. The panel 
discussed "Educational Issues for School 
Social Workers." McFadden is the author 
of an editorial on safety issues and 
social workers , which was published in 
the October issue of the Michigan 
National Association of Socia l Workers 
newsletter. 
CliffWelch, associate professor of 
History and Latin American Studies, 
gave a talk titled "Castro's Cuba Today" 
at a meeting of the Optimist Club of 
Grand Rapids. 
Rob Franciosi, associate professor of 
English, presented two papers, titled 
"Steps Toward Tbe Wall: John Hersey 
and the Novel of Contemporary Histo-
ry," and "The Room of History and 
Dreams: Teaching Don DeLillo's Libra," 
at the Midwest Modern Language 
Association conference in St. Louis. 
Don Williams, professor of Sociology, 
was given the first annual Outstanding 
Sociology Faculty Award by the GVSU 
chapter of Alpha Kappa Delta , the 
international sociology organization. 
Russell Rhoads, assistant professor of 
Anthropology, was program chair for 
the Eighth Annual Interfaith Dialogue 
Association World Religions Conference 
98. The conference, titled "Community 
and Meaningful Ritual/Practice," was 
held at the Eberhard Center. 
Shadowing Project 
Needs GVSU Volunteers 
Gerald Simons, assistant professor of 
Economics, gave a talk, titled "Will 
South America Be the Straw That 
Breaks the U.S.'s Back?" to the West 
Michigan Treasury Management Associa-
tion. 
Fred Chapman, associate professor of 
Communications, has been elected 
president of the Ionia Free Fa ir Associa-
tio n. Chapman has been on the board 
of directors of the Free Fair Association 
for four years. 
Yan Yu, assistant professor of Sociolo-
gy, presented a paper, titled "Working 
Couples: Work Context, Life Stage, and 
the Division of Domestic Labor," at the 
American Sociological Association 
meeting in San Francisco. Yu was also a 
table presider for the session "Gender 
Roles over the Life Course." 
Millie Jackson, assistant librarian, 
completed her doctoral dissertation, "Do 
What You Can: Creating an Institution , 
The Ladies' Library Associations in 
Mich igan, 1852-1900," at Michigan State 
University for a Ph.D. in English. 
Terry Fisk, director of Criminal 
Justice Training, recently gave a presen-
tation on the historical development of 
the Tri-County Tra ining Consortium to 
the Criminal Justice Advisory Board of 
Kellogg Community College. 
Helen Westra, associate professor of 
English, presented the keynote address 
at a conference on Literature and 
Feminism at Dordt College in northwest 
Iowa. Westra also conducted conference 
workshops on "Feminist Applications" 
and "Feminist Challenges." 
Carol Sanchez, assistant professor of 
Management, presented a paper, titled 
"Motives for Corporate Philanthropy in 
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El Salvador: Altruism and Political 
Legitimacy," at the 27th Annual Confer-
ence of the Association for Research on 
Nonprofit Organizations and Voluntary 
Action in Seattle. Sanchez also pub-
lished a paper, titled "The Impact of 
Environmental Regulation on the 
Adoption of Innovation: How Electric 
Utilities Responded to the Clean Air Act 
Amendments of 1990," in the 1998 
volume of Research in Corporate Social 
Performance and Policy. 
In the News 
Gerald Simons, assistant professor of 
Economics, talking about the global 
economic crisis on the WGVU Morning 
Show on December 7. Simons was 
interviewed on WOOD-TV 8 on 
December 8 about the decision by the 
Persian Gulf states to reduce o il 
production and about the impact on the 
west Michigan economy of the econom-
ic downturn in Brazil. On December 17, 
he was interviewed by WOOD Radio 
about the impact of air strikes in Iraq 
on U.S. financial markets and the 
national and regional economies. Simons 
was interviewed on December 29 by 
Metro Radio News about "The Introduc-
tion of the Euro. " 
Linda Rynbrandt, assistant professor 
of Sociology, appeared on WOOD-TV 
8's Front and Center on December 7, to 
discuss the generation gap. 
William Baum, professor of Political 
Science, was interviewed by WOOD 
Radio on December 13 about the 
Clinton impeachment proceedings. 
Erika King, professor and chair of 
Political Science, talked about the 
Clinton impeachment proceedings on the 
WGVU Morning Show on December 14. The Offices of Student Life and 
Career Services still need more than 
80 faculty and staff members to vol-
unteer for a shadowing project. Ninth 
graders from Allendale High School 
English classes will be coming to 
Grand Valley on Friday, February 19, 
from 9:15-11 a.m., in hopes of shad-
owing faculty and staff members from 
all departments. Anyone interested in 
participating in this program may 
contact Jay Cooper, in Student Life, 
x2345, or Christine Wagenfuehr, in 
Career Services, x2629. 
New Grand Valley Associates 
Katherine Kantz, visiting assistant 
professor of Biology. Former positions: 
instructor at Southern Illinois University; 
research assistant at Southern Illinois 
University . Degrees earned: B.A. from 
the University of California at Berkeley; 
Ph.D. from Louisiana State University. 
Nanyoung Kim, visiting assistant 
professor of Art and Design. Degrees 
earned: B.A. and M.A. from Seoul 
National University; M.A. and Ed .D. 
from University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign. 
continued on page 4 
Calendar of Events 
General Events 
Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: 10 a .m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Thurs. All activities on the Allendale Campus unless 
otherwise noted. 
Mon. ,Jan. 11-Fri., Feb. 12 
Gallery Hours: Michigan Potters Association Exhibit. Calder 
Art Gallery, PAC. 
Tues., Jan. 12 
12 noon: Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce Food 
for Thought lunch meeting "Personal Development of the 
Next Generation." Cost: Chamber members $5 per 
session or $30 for series; non-members $10 per session 
or $60 for series. Call 771-0330 for information. EC. 
Wed. ,Jan. 13 
5:30-7:30 p.m.: Strategies for the '90s Seminar. "Homebuying 
for the First-Timer II. " Cost $5 . Paul Johnson Conference 
Center, EC. Call x3590 for reservations . 
New Grand Valley Associates 
continued from page 3 
Soon Hee Kim, visiting assistant professor of Public and 
Nonprofit Administration. Former positions: research 
associate for the Center for Korean Women and Politics; 
research assistant and lecturer at the State University of New 
York at Albany. Degrees earned: B.P.A. from Ewha Woman's 
University; M.P.A. from Korea University; M.P.A. and Ph.D. 
from the State University of New York at Albany. 
Charla Long, visiting assistant professor of Hospitality and 
Tourism Management. Former positions: manager of 
meetings and conventions and account manager at Maritz 
Travel; merchandise manager at Premiere Parks. Degrees 
earned: B.B.A. from Northeastern State University; JD. from 
Oklahoma City University. 
Cheryl Lyon-Jenness, visiting assistant professor of 
History. Former positions: interpretive naturalist at Kalama-
zoo Nature Center; curator of interpretation at Kalamazoo 
Public Museum. Degrees earned: B.A. from Kalamazoo 
College; M.S. from the University of Michigan; Ph.D . from 
Western Michigan University. 
Lynette Orvis, visiting instructor of Nursing. Former 
position: associate professor at Arizona State University. 
Degrees earned: B.S.N. from the Unive rsity of North Dakota; 
M.S.N. from San Diego State University. 
Melissa Peraino, adjunct assistant director of Continuing 
Education. Former positions: program coordinator in the 
Center for Organizationa l Resources at Ball State University. 
Degrees earned: B.A. from Alma College; M.A. from Ball 
State University. 
Fri.,Jan. 15 
5-8 p.m.: Opening reception, Michigan Potters Association 
Exhibit. Calder Art Gallery, PAC. 
Sun ., Jan. 17 
3 p.m.: GVSU Cornucopia Series. Paul Austin, horn . Solo 
and Ensemble Coaching Session for High School stu-
dents. The Recital Hall , PAC. 
Sports 
Sports Hotline: 895-3800. Game times subject to change . 
Mon., Jan. 11 
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6 p.m.: Women's Basketball. Ferris State University at GVSU. 
8 p.m.: Men's Basketball. Fe rris State University at GVSU. 
Thurs.,Jan. 14 
5:30 p.m.: Women's Basketball at Lake Superior State 
University. Sault Ste. Marie . 
7:30 p.m.: Men's Basketball at Lake Superior State Universi-
ty. Sault Ste. Marie. 
Fri.,Jan. 15 
TBA: Track & Field at Ohio Northern University. Ada , OH. 
C. Scott Peters, visiting assistant professor of Political 
Science. Degrees earned: B.A. from Northeast Missouri State 
University; M.A. and Ph.D. from the University of Kentucky. 
Maria Rodriguez, visiting instructor of Modern Languages 
and Literatures. Degrees earned: B.A. and M.Ed. from GVSU. 
Connie Shands-Baab, field coordinator/ instructor, School 
of Social Work, Traverse City. Former positions: sexual 
assault counselor for Council on Domestic Violence and 
Sexual Assault; wrap around coordinator for Midland 
Gladwin Community Mental health; shelter counselor/ direc-
tor for the Women's Resource Center. Degrees earned: 
B.S.W. from Saginaw Valley State University; M.S.W. from 
New Mexico Highlands University. 
Edward Simon, assistant superintendent at The Meadows 
Golf Course. Former positions: assistant superintendent at 
TPC of Tampa Bay. Degrees earned: A.A.S. from Ferris State 
College; B.F.A. from the Center for Creative Studies, College 
of Art and Design; golf turf management certificate from 
Michigan State University. 
Marian Sparschu, custodian, Plant Services. Former 
employer: Christian Reformed Church in North America. 
Kirsten Strom, visiting professor of Art and Design. 
Former positions: teaching assistant at the School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago and at the University of Iowa; tempo-
rary assistant professor for Iowa State University. Degrees 
earned: B.A. from the University of Illinois at Chicago; M.A. 
from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago; Ph.D. from 
the Unive rsity of Iowa. 
